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Home  Tips & Tricks  4 Tips for Improving Your Phone Security

There’s a common question many smart phone owners find themselves asking: “How
can I improve my phone’s security?” Phone security is an important issue that can
affect every user whether their phone is filled with sensitive information or not.
Nobody wants to be the victim of a malicious hacker, and everyone wants to make sure
they keep their sensitive information out of the wrong hands. Check out some of our
tips to help you increase privacy and security on your smartphone.

Tip #1: Keep your software updated

Sometimes a software update notification will pop up at the most inopportune time—
don’t they know you’re in the middle of a very important group chat?! But those
notifications can be important, because some of those updates may improve your cell
phone security.

Software updates can include bug fixes, vulnerability patches, and other changes that
can affect your security and privacy. Bugs and vulnerabilities can make it easier for
hackers to sneak their way on to your device or install malware that can compromise
your smart phone. If your phone gives you the option to enable automatic updates, do
it. By enabling automatic updates, you ensure that you get important software patches
as soon as they’re available. You may also have the option to set your updates to
happen in the middle of the night (or whenever you designate) without interrupting
your screen time.

Tip #2: Set a strong password or PIN

Security for phones has been upgraded through a variety of unique options for
unlocking your phone for use. Depending on what kind of phone you have, you may
have the option to lock your phone using your fingerprint or your face. While this
ensures nobody can open your phone without your face or fingerprint, there’s no
guarantee that someone couldn’t still use your face or fingerprint to unlock your phone
without your permission.  Consider disabling fingerprint or face login if you have it
and opt instead for a strong PIN code or password to unlock your phone—especially if
you have sensitive information.

Tip #3: Turn off Bluetooth and WiFi
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Tip #3: Turn off Bluetooth and WiFi
when you’re not using it

This one is especially important if you’re in public spaces. If you leave your Bluetooth
and WiFi access on, it may make it easier for hackers to connect to your device and
gain access to files and information. One way this can happen is a hacker can pretend
to be a legitimate device that makes a connection request to your device. Once you
grant access, the hacker can exploit security holes in other programs and apps to steal
your information or get sensitive files.

Tip #4: Download a protection app

To further advance your protection, you may want to download a consumer protection
app that can offer a variety of safeguards. For example, there’s the free AT&T
ActiveArmor mobile security app, which is available exclusively for AT&T wireless
customers. When you activate ActiveArmor on your phone, you can block spam
calls[1], manage and block unknown callers, get notified about company data breaches,
and more.

With ActiveArmor advanced mobile security, you can be alerted when your personal
information has been found on the dark web and prevented from clicking on malicious
websites links.  ActiveArmor advanced is an included benefit with our best unlimited
rate plans and $3.99/month for all other wireless plans. Learn more about AT&T
ActiveArmor here or download AT&T ActiveArmor today.

This article is AT&T sponsored content written by Carly Milne, a TechBuzz
contributor. The statements in this article are her own and don’t necessarily represent
the positions, strategies, or opinions of AT&T.

[1] May inadvertently block wanted calls; settings can be adjusted in the app.

 Share  Tweet 

Author

TechBuzz Contributor

Related Posts



4 Tips for Improving Your Phone Security | TechBuzz by AT&T https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/4-tips-for-improving-your-phone-security/

3 of 4 11/22/24, 9:06 AM

https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/4-tips-for-improving-your-phone-security/#top
https://techbuzz.att.com/explainers/what-is-the-att-activearmorsm-mobile-security-app/
https://techbuzz.att.com/explainers/what-is-the-att-activearmorsm-mobile-security-app/
https://www.att.com/security/security-apps/
https://www.att.com/security/security-apps/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/4-tips-for-improving-your-phone-security/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/4-tips-for-improving-your-phone-security/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/4-tips-for-improving-your-phone-security/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/4-tips-for-improving-your-phone-security/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/4-tips-for-improving-your-phone-security/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/4-tips-for-improving-your-phone-security/
https://twitter.com/share?&text=4%20Tips%20for%20Improving%20Your%20Phone%20Security&url=https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/4-tips-for-improving-your-phone-security/
https://twitter.com/share?&text=4%20Tips%20for%20Improving%20Your%20Phone%20Security&url=https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/4-tips-for-improving-your-phone-security/
https://twitter.com/share?&text=4%20Tips%20for%20Improving%20Your%20Phone%20Security&url=https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/4-tips-for-improving-your-phone-security/
https://twitter.com/share?&text=4%20Tips%20for%20Improving%20Your%20Phone%20Security&url=https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/4-tips-for-improving-your-phone-security/
https://twitter.com/share?&text=4%20Tips%20for%20Improving%20Your%20Phone%20Security&url=https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/4-tips-for-improving-your-phone-security/
https://twitter.com/share?&text=4%20Tips%20for%20Improving%20Your%20Phone%20Security&url=https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/4-tips-for-improving-your-phone-security/
https://pinterest.com/pin/create/bookmarklet/?url=https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/4-tips-for-improving-your-phone-security/&media=https://techbuzz.att.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Phone-Security-Tips-1024x683.jpg
https://pinterest.com/pin/create/bookmarklet/?url=https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/4-tips-for-improving-your-phone-security/&media=https://techbuzz.att.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Phone-Security-Tips-1024x683.jpg
https://pinterest.com/pin/create/bookmarklet/?url=https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/4-tips-for-improving-your-phone-security/&media=https://techbuzz.att.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Phone-Security-Tips-1024x683.jpg
https://pinterest.com/pin/create/bookmarklet/?url=https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/4-tips-for-improving-your-phone-security/&media=https://techbuzz.att.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Phone-Security-Tips-1024x683.jpg
https://techbuzz.att.com/author/user/
https://techbuzz.att.com/author/user/
https://techbuzz.att.com/author/user/
https://techbuzz.att.com/author/user/
https://techbuzz.att.com/device-how-tos/how-to-upgrade-to-the-new-iphone-16/
https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/how-to-free-up-space-on-iphone-when-storage-is-full/
https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/4-tips-for-improving-your-phone-security/#top
https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/4-tips-for-improving-your-phone-security/#top
https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/4-tips-for-improving-your-phone-security/#top


How to upgrade to the new iPhone 16 with AT&T

Why choose the AT&T network for your iPhone 16? When you upgrade to the
newest iPhone, you’ll want…

BY CARLY MILNE

, ,

How to free up space on iPhone when storage is full

We’ve all been there: You’re going about your day using your phone when you see
the dreaded notification,…

BY ZOYA COCHRAN

,

Top 13 hacks for iPhone

If you’ve scrolled TikTok or Reels lately, you’ve probably seen a few creators talk
about iPhone hacks you…

BY ZOYA COCHRAN

, ,

Dorm room tech 101: Solutions to common back to school problems

College can be hard, even without having any problems with your technology.
Between completing your assignments on time,…

BY MATT JOHNSEN

,

·  3 SHARES

AT&T home

Find a store

Make a store appointment

Coverage maps

Business customers

About AT&T

Contact us

Feedback

Community forums

Ver en español

Legal policy center

Privacy policy

Terms of use

Broadband details

Advertising choices

Accessibility

© 2021 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved.



DEVICE HOW-TOS NEW IPHONE PHONES PHONES TIPS &  TRICKS

NEW IPHONE PHONES TIPS &  TRICKS BUYING GUIDES TIPS &  TRICKS

4 Tips for Improving Your Phone Security | TechBuzz by AT&T https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/4-tips-for-improving-your-phone-security/

4 of 4 11/22/24, 9:06 AM

https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/4-tips-for-improving-your-phone-security/#top
https://techbuzz.att.com/device-how-tos/how-to-upgrade-to-the-new-iphone-16/
https://techbuzz.att.com/device-how-tos/how-to-upgrade-to-the-new-iphone-16/
https://techbuzz.att.com/author/cm378w/
https://techbuzz.att.com/author/cm378w/
https://techbuzz.att.com/author/cm378w/
https://techbuzz.att.com/author/cm378w/
https://techbuzz.att.com/author/cm378w/
https://techbuzz.att.com/device-how-tos/
https://techbuzz.att.com/new-iphone/
https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/phones/
https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/how-to-free-up-space-on-iphone-when-storage-is-full/
https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/how-to-free-up-space-on-iphone-when-storage-is-full/
https://techbuzz.att.com/author/tc3050att-com/
https://techbuzz.att.com/author/tc3050att-com/
https://techbuzz.att.com/author/tc3050att-com/
https://techbuzz.att.com/author/tc3050att-com/
https://techbuzz.att.com/author/tc3050att-com/
https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/phones/
https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/
https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/phones/top-13-hacks-for-iphone/
https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/phones/top-13-hacks-for-iphone/
https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/phones/top-13-hacks-for-iphone/
https://techbuzz.att.com/author/tc3050att-com/
https://techbuzz.att.com/author/tc3050att-com/
https://techbuzz.att.com/author/tc3050att-com/
https://techbuzz.att.com/author/tc3050att-com/
https://techbuzz.att.com/author/tc3050att-com/
https://techbuzz.att.com/new-iphone/
https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/phones/
https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/
https://techbuzz.att.com/buying-guides/dorm-room-tech-101-solutions-to-common-back-to-school-problems/
https://techbuzz.att.com/buying-guides/dorm-room-tech-101-solutions-to-common-back-to-school-problems/
https://techbuzz.att.com/buying-guides/dorm-room-tech-101-solutions-to-common-back-to-school-problems/
https://techbuzz.att.com/author/mj438d/
https://techbuzz.att.com/author/mj438d/
https://techbuzz.att.com/author/mj438d/
https://techbuzz.att.com/author/mj438d/
https://techbuzz.att.com/author/mj438d/
https://techbuzz.att.com/buying-guides/
https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/
https://www.att.com/
https://www.att.com/
https://www.att.com/stores/
https://www.att.com/stores/
https://www.att.com/storeappointment
https://www.att.com/storeappointment
https://www.att.com/coverage/
https://www.att.com/coverage/
https://www.att.com/gen/general?pid=11627
https://www.att.com/gen/general?pid=11627
https://www.att.com/gen/landing-pages?pid=3309
https://www.att.com/gen/landing-pages?pid=3309
https://www.att.com/support/contact-us/?source=IA0000DSH0000000L-6
https://www.att.com/support/contact-us/?source=IA0000DSH0000000L-6
https://secure.opinionlab.com/ccc01/o.asp?id=fXJtjaWr
https://secure.opinionlab.com/ccc01/o.asp?id=fXJtjaWr
https://forums.att.com/
https://forums.att.com/
https://www.att.com/es-us/techbuzz
https://www.att.com/es-us/techbuzz
https://www.att.com/legal/legal-policy-center.html
https://www.att.com/legal/legal-policy-center.html
https://about.att.com/site/privacy_policy
https://about.att.com/site/privacy_policy
https://www.att.com/legal/terms.attWebsiteTermsOfUse.html
https://www.att.com/legal/terms.attWebsiteTermsOfUse.html
https://www.att.com/gen/public-affairs?pid=20879
https://www.att.com/gen/public-affairs?pid=20879
https://www.att.com/internal/addchoices
https://www.att.com/internal/addchoices
https://www.att.com/shop/wireless/mobile-accessibility.html
https://www.att.com/shop/wireless/mobile-accessibility.html
https://www.att.com/gen/privacy-policy?pid=2587
https://www.att.com/gen/privacy-policy?pid=2587
https://www.att.com/gen/privacy-policy?pid=2587
https://www.att.com/gen/privacy-policy?pid=2587
https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/4-tips-for-improving-your-phone-security/#top
https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/4-tips-for-improving-your-phone-security/#top
https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/4-tips-for-improving-your-phone-security/#top
https://techbuzz.att.com/device-how-tos/
https://techbuzz.att.com/new-iphone/
https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/phones/
https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/phones/
https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/
https://techbuzz.att.com/new-iphone/
https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/phones/
https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/
https://techbuzz.att.com/buying-guides/
https://techbuzz.att.com/tips-tricks/

